
Psalm 118 – Week of April 3 

 

Memory Verse:  Psalm 118: 1  
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!” 
 

This month’s devotions focus on theme of the Passion of Christ highlighting messianic 

prophecies fulfilled in the suffering and death of Christ.  

 
Psalm 118 is intensely messianic and is the most quoted Psalm of the New Testament:  

Matthew 21:9, 42; 23:49; Mark 11:9-10; 12:10-11; Luke 13:35; 19:38; 20:17; John 12:13;         

Acts 4:11; Hebrews 13:6; 1 Peter 2:7 

 
The writer of this Psalm wants, with exceeding joy, to acknowledge God’s goodness past, 

present and future. In acknowledging the goodness of God, he expresses his dependence on it.  

In verses 1-18, the psalmist describes the goodness of God in a variety of situations. Even in 

discipline of God was good “for he has not given me over to death” (vs18). In recognizing the 

goodness of God, the psalmist calls on others to declare the goodness of the Lord. “Let Israel 

say, let Aaron say, let those who fear the LORD say, His steadfast love endures forever.”  

 
Just as the writer proclaims God’s goodness and urges others to recognize it too, we should 

encourage and urge one another to remember God’s goodness in every part of our lives.  How 

has God been good to you this week?  In your trials, was he good?  In your victories?  In all 

outcomes, we know God is working for our good (Romans 8:28).  This week make an effort to 

acknowledge God’s goodness with those around you, believers and non-believers.  By speaking 

of his goodness and testifying to God’s works and sovereign rule, you encourage the body of 

Christ and reveal the glory of God among the lost.  

 
These verses also remind us that trust in God outweighs anything in this world.  Faith in worldly 

things, people and rulers will fade away but “his steadfast love endures forever.” Men may try 

to harm us and do evil deeds, but everything in this world is only temporary. God is eternal. He 

remains true to his promises; they last forever. Matthew Henry states this wonderfully.  “It 

encouraged him [the Psalmist] to trust in God, from his own experience he can say, ‘It is better, 

more wise, more comfortable, and more safe, there is more reason for it, and it will speed 

better, to trust in the Lord, than to put confidence in man, yea, though it be in princes.’  He that 

devotes himself to God’s guidance and government, with an entire dependence upon God’s 

wisdom, power, and goodness has a security to make him easy than if all the kings and 



potentates of the earth should undertake to protect him.”   Even if every ruler and army on 

earth vowed to protect you, God’s protection would be better. 

 
Not only does the Psalmist display a deep trust in God and a desire to declare the goodness of 

God, he also expresses a strong belief in the expectation of the Promised Messiah.  This 

expectation is found in verses 19-29. 

Turning to the New Testament, we find how this psalm was fulfilled in Christ as a 

demonstration of God’s goodness to us. Many historians believe this psalm was sung by Christ 

and the disciples in the upper room the night he was to be betrayed.  Imagine Christ singing 

with full knowledge of what was to come. Earlier that week during his arrival into Jerusalem, 

Jesus was praised as the crowd shouted “Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!  Hosanna in the highest” (Mark 11:9-

1).  Now as Jesus sung this psalm at the Lord’s Supper, he was only a few hours away from 

being scorned, rejected, beaten and then crucified.  And, in those events, he fulfilled the 

messianic prophecy of verses 22-23.  

 
Christ is the stone that the builders rejected but now he has become the cornerstone (verse 

22).  This was no accident. Verse 23 proclaims it was the LORD’s doing.  And in his rejection, we 

are saved (vs25). Through his suffering and death, Christ has granted to us access to the gates 

of righteousness and to the gates of the Lord (verse 19). We have entry into the Kingdom of 

God by the sacrifice of Christ. Christ has become our salvation (verse 21). In the suffering and 

death of Christ, we most clearly see the goodness of God.    

 
How will you share this with others this week and during this holy time of year?   

 
“You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God and I will extol you. Oh give 

thanks to the Lord, for he is good; For his steadfast love endures forever!” (vs28-29).  
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